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In mid-July Peruvian miners launched a nationwide strike. As of Aug. 11, there were no signs
the government and the miners' Federation had approached a settlement. At that time, the
Peruvian media cited certain business sources who claimed that the miners' strike was costing the
government and affiliated private companies over $4 million in losses per day. * On Aug. 4, nearly
1,000 miners and their families initiated a 1,300-km. march from copper mines in the southern Andes
to Lima, the capital city. * Miners began arriving in Lima on Aug. 5 from the Pasco area. Secretary
general of the miners national union federation, Saul Cantoral Huamani, announced that another
15,000 miners and supporters would arrive within the next two days from the Oroya and Nazca
areas, while another 20,000 originating from mines in the south were on the road to Lima. * On
Aug. 10, several miners were arrested and dozens wounded by police during a confrontation in
downtown Lima. Also wounded was United Left (IU) Sen. Javier Diez Canseco, who was reportedly
trying to assist in mediation between the miners and the government. * Aug. 11 marked the 11th
day of a general strike by 30,000 bank employees. * As of Aug. 11, classrooms at Peru's national
universities remained closed, result of strike initiated in June by faculty members. * Employees
at three state-run enteprises ENTEL, the telecommunications company, Siderperu, Peru's largest
steel company, and the country's major airline were engaged in strikes, ranging from 12 to 48 hours.
(Basic data from Prensa Latina, 08/04-11/88)
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